
LESSON FOUR: WORTHY CONDUCT 

Philippians 1:27-2:4 
 

I. HOW’S IT GOING? 
 

II. ANY QUESTIONS FROM 1:12-26? 
 

III. 1:27-2:4 in a sentence: We are called to live our life in a manner worthy of the Gospel by 
striving, suffering, and serving together for the sake of Christ. 
a. Paul’s emphasis in 27-30: 

i. Keep on (steadfastness) – Keep going 
ii. Keep together (opposition, suffering) 

1. UNITED, FEARLESS, STRIVING FOR THE GOSPEL  
b. Striving (1:27-28), Suffering (1:29-30), Serving (2:1-4) 
c. Two threats to the Gospel advancing: 

i. Suffering outside the church 
ii. Selfishness inside the church  

d. Is Philippians 1:27-30 a picture of our church? What about 2:1-4? 
 

IV. WORTHY OF THE GOSPEL (1:27) KEEP GOING – LAY DOWN THE HINDRANCE OF 

OBSTACLE #1 - SIN 
a. We are charged in the passage to: Only let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel 

of Christ 
i. Is our youth group known more for its obedience to the Gospel or its 

disobedience? 
ii. Are my family and friends blessed by my obedience or burdened by my 

disobedience? 
iii. Is the way we’re living causing people to ask questions, such that the only 

answer is the Gospel? (Why would you do this? Why would you go there? Why 
don’t you do this or that?) 

iv. I’m no longer my own, I’ve been bought with a price (the precious blood of Christ) 
v. Only behave as citizens worthy  

1. Only - So….Don’t do anything else – anything else is wasting life!!! 
2. Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God (sports, school, etc) 

vi. Live out your citizenship (we’ve been transferred from the domain of darkness 
and transferred to the Kingdom of God’s Son) 

vii. Duncan: Paul is calling us to gospel lives, and that means whether you’re at 

recess or whether you’re out on Friday and Saturday nights with your 

friends, or whether you’re going through rush at university, or whether 

you’re alone working on your computer, or whether you’re talking with your 

friends over a cup of coffee and the conversation could turn to gossip, or 

whether you’re placing certain priorities in your life about vocation and 

you’re trying to measure what your obligations are to the work of the 

church in relation to your vocation, or whatever else you’re doing, your life 

is to be showing forth the gospel. Your life is to befit the gospel. And if our 

lives do not fit the gospel, are not coordinate with the gospel, then our 

gospel work and our missions work will be compromised. So the very first 

thing that Paul calls us to is a life that fits the gospel. 
viii. The Gospel make a difference in our lives: - Romans 12 

1. “Therefore” 
2. Changes how we use our bodies 



3. Changes how we think 
4. Changes how we view one ourselves/one another 

ix. How? Present the members of your body as weapons of righteousness – Rom. 
6:12 

x. When we’re not living for the Gospel – then we are living for us and we are 
revealing to everyone that we are the true king of our lives: 

1. The pursuit of sin is never living worthy of the Gospel  
2. Sin never produces what it promises 

a. 1 Cor. 6:1 – there is never a benefit for sin 
i. “that didn’t turn out like I thought it would” (matt’s go-cart; 

kevin’s back and my teeth)  
3. Sin left unchecked does not dissipate but escalates 

a. It will attempt to dominate you – 1 Cor. 6:1 “I will not be mastered 
by anything”  

i. James 4 “What causes quarrels and what causes fights 
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war 
within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel.” 

b. Sin causes division and destruction in our faith community (4:1) 
i. Some of you are not striving together or standing firm 

together because you have sinned against one another and 
now division describes you rather than unity  

ii. Seek forgiveness and forgive one another 
iii. Work toward reconciliaiton 

c. Sin causes our prayer life to be messed up: (4:2-3) 
i. We don’t ask God 
ii. We ask God for wrong things 
iii. We ask with wrong motives 

4. We cannot love God and have an affair with the world at the same time   
a. There are no little sins 
b. There is no such thing as a little affair 
c. Bridges: We may trifle with our sins but God hates them  

5. Submit yourselves to God 
 

V. SUFFERING (1:29-30) KEEP GOING – DON’T SHRINK BACK FROM OBSTACLE #2 – 

SUFFERING 
a. The church at Philippi faced opposition  
b. 2 Timothy 3:12 – Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted 
c. John 17:33 – In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 

world.  
d. If you stand firm and strive together it will be . . .  

i. an “omen” of the opponents destruction 
ii. evidence of the Philippians’ salvation 
iii. which God is The source 

 
Paul’s theological explanation of their suffering (circumstances) 
GRANTED TO YOU (it is a grace): (this is why you should not be frightened – God is in control not 
them) Because . . .  
 
This has been GRACIOUSLY GIVEN TO YOU: 



e. To believe in Him 
f. To suffer 

i. Engaged in the same conflict you saw I had and now hear that I still have 
ii. Lightfoot: God has granted you the high privilege of suffering for Christ; this is the 

surest sign He looks upon you w/favor (HELEN ROSEVEARE: “Privilege”)  
iii. What is so favored about it? 

1. Assurance of salvation 
2. Share in sufferings of Christ 
3. God works for His own good purposes 

iv. Don’t let “safe, easy, comfortable” be the labels that characterize us  
g. It’s what Paul was going through too (and had gone through) – WE’RE IN IT 

TOGETHER 
i. You saw in me  
ii. You hear in me 
iii. WE WILL NOT BE THE FIRST GENERATION TO SUFFER FOR THE SAKE OF 

THE GOSPEL!!!!! 
1. Chet Bitterman – Wycliffe Bible Translators – Bogota Colombia “More than 

one hundred Wycliffe members in Columbia were given the choice of a 
new field. None left. And two hundred candidates volunteered to take 
Chet’s place.”  

h. FEARLESS - NOT AFRAID (the circumstances in which he is calling them to stand firm 
and strive together is in the midst of intimidation by their adversaries) 

i. Death is gain – to be with Christ is far better – People who hold such an 

eschatological orientation (the mature, have this mindset 3:15) will not be 

intimidated by opponents 

ii. Regardless of whether you live or die – glorify Christ 
i. HOW DO WE FIGHT BACK? We love them to death (literally if necessary) – Christ is 

our model  
 

VI. STRIVING (1:27-28) KEEP TOGETHER - ANSWER – STRIVING TOGETHER 

So what Paul is saying is that in order to live lives worthy of the gospel there must be a united 

fearless striving for the gospel—an effort in some way to see the gospel spread and win more and 
more faith in the world of unbelief. 
 

STANDING firm in the One Spirit: UNITED 

1. Standing = steko – which refers to steadfastly holding one’s ground regardless of danger or 
opposition. Used of a soldier who defended his position at all costs, even to the point of 
sacrificing his life (MacArthur) 

2. Spirit is key to unity in the church 
3. Singular in vision – not divided w/different pursuits 

 

4. Duncan: Anything less than the entire congregation working together has 

consequences for the gospel work as a whole. There is a real sense in which your life, 

your priorities, your commitments strategically influence the whole – for good or for ill. 
 
WE ARE NEVER GOING TO ABANDON THE GOSPEL: 

 Colossians 1:23 “If indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the 
hope of the gospel that you heard” 

 There is no other Gospel – no other means for us to be in right relationship with God 

 The Gospel is precious to us 
 



 
The reason they need to stand firm in the One Spirit is so that they might contend together as one 
person for the faith of the Gospel . . . 
 

STRIVING (Contending) for the Faith of the Gospel – (As the Gospel dominates our fellowship and 

minds) 

 AS ONE SOUL (MAN)  – can’t leave anyone behind – everybody (one mind – thinking the same) 

 Duncan: My friends, that is absolutely vital. We can pray and give and go on short-term mission 

trips and develop relationships with missionaries, and our efforts at the work of the gospel will 

be crippled if our congregation as a whole is not living lives that are a credit to the gospel, 

lives that befit the gospel, lives that go along with the gospel, lives that flow forth from the 

transformation of our hearts by the gospel. For Christians, all of our lives (individually) and 

all of our lives (collectively) are to fit the gospel. They are to bear witness to it, they are to 

adorn it, they are to show it forth.  

 athleo – to engage in an athletic contest 

 Compound = engaging side by side 

 Strive, labor, compete, contend  

a. Heb. 3 (remind each other daily of sin’s deceitfulness) 
b. Heb. 10 (stir one another to love and good works)  

 
Duncan: But he’s not only reminding us of the exertion that we have to put forth for the sake of the 
gospel, he is talking about the unity that there ought to be in this exertion - that together we ought to 
be exerting ourselves for the gospel. 

 
 

VII. SERVING (2:1-4) 
a. THE FOUNDATION OF OUR UNITY (2:1) 

i. This is the basis of Paul’s appeal to unity – their relationship with God that has 
been manifest even in the face of suffering by Christ’s comfort, God’s love, and 
their common participation in the Holy Spirit; 

ii. United with God (who you are/who’s you are) 
iii. Blessings of our common life in Christ: 

1. Encouragement in Christ 
2. Comfort from love 
3. Participation in the Spirit 
4. Affection and sympathy 

iv. THESE HAVE COME FROM GOD: 
1. God did not have to “look to our interests” – God could have looked to just 

His own but He chose to make part of His own interests looking to our 
interests 

2. He does not owe this to us 
3. The unity Paul hopes the Philippians will experience originates with God 

a. God both holds us responsible for the unity He commands and 
refuses to give us any credit for achieving it 



b. At first this seems unfair, until we understand how thoroughly 
tainted with sin we are as fallen creatures and that if we are ever to 
obey God, He must give us both the will and the ability to do it 

c. That he does this is cause for rejoicing in his mercy, not for 
complaint against his sense of fairness 

4. Carson “If you have enjoyed a certain wealth of experience, then His 

precious treasure becomes a mandate to specific conduct. If being 
Christians has brought you any encouragement, if any comfort in times of 
pain or loneliness as you have basked in the assurance that you are loved 
by God himself and loved by other believers, if any sense of fellowship or 
partnership arising from the Spirit’s common work in the family of God, if 

any fresh experience of tenderness and compassion, then respond to 

others accordingly.” 
5. BONHOEFFER: When God was merciful to us, we learned to be merciful 

with our brethren. When we received forgiveness instead of judgment, we, 
too, were made ready to forgive our brethren. What God did to us, we then 
owed to others. The more we received, the more we were able to give; 
and the more meager our brotherly love, the less we were living by God’s 
mercy and love. 

6. Bonhoeffer: Our community with one another consists solely in what Christ 
has done to both of us. . . . The more genuine and the deeper our 
community becomes, the more will everything else between us recede, 
the more clearly and purely will Jesus Christ and his work become the one 
and only thing that is vital between us. We have one another only through 
Christ, but through Christ we do have one another, wholly, and for all 
eternity. 

7. Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same 
fork are automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by 
being tuned, not to each other, but to another standard to which each one 
must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers [meeting] together, 
each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than 
they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn 
their eyes away from God to strive for closer fellowship. A.W. Tozer, The 
Pursuit of God. 

v. THESE HAVE BEEN MANIFESTED BY OTHER BELIEVERS: 
1. Carson “If these facets of normal Christian living have been part of your 

experience, you must recognize that a great deal of that experience has 

come about because other Christians have mediated God’s grace to 

you. What this means for you as a Christian is that you owe the same 

to others.” 
2. “comfort of love” – mutual affection that Paul and the Philippians have for 

one another and to which Paul appeals when he urges his readers to 
make his joy complete 

3. “fellowship with the Spirit” – fellowship Paul and the Philippians 
experience because the Spirit who helps believers in their weaknesses 
indwells them both. 

4. “affection and sympathy” – affection that Paul feels for the Philippians and 
the Philippians feel for him. 

5. Paul urges his readers to act on the relationship they have with one 
another because of what the Lord has done for them all – a common 
experience of grace 



 
b. THE FOCUS OF OUR UNITY (2:2) 

i. 2:2 flows out of 2:1 – not just unity of hobby or interest – Christ as foundation 
ii. Paul also looked to the interests of the Philippians (in obedience to God) 

Completing Paul’s Joy (United w/Paul) – their longstanding relationship with Paul 
(WE ARE PARTNERS) – who has not only experienced these same graces, but 
whose joy is filled to the full as they allow the realities of 2:1 to inform their 
present life together in Philippi 

1. Paul’s pastoral heart – his own life and apostleship are deeply bound up 
with his converts’ well-being, and especially with their perseverance so 
that they themselves will experience God’s eschatological joy. 

2. “If these various realities of life in Christ and the Spirit mean anything to 
you at all – indeed, if we share these together in Christ – and if there is 
any compassion and mercy as you think of me in this prison, then make 
my joy full by being of one mind.” 

3. Joy 
a. 1:4 – his prayer 
b. 1:18 – his rejoicing 
c. 1:25 – their joy in the faith 

4. How can they complete Paul’s joy? 
a. By advancing the Gospel still more in Philippi (2:14-16) 
b. But to do so they must get their act together; the murmuring and 

bickering must cease, they must have a common mind together in 
Christ and must show the same by their mutual love for one 
another 

c. Church fights: 
i. How do these advance the Gospel in the church? 
ii. How do these advance the Gospel in the city? 

iii. Have the same mind 
1. It does not mean “to think” but rather “setting one’s mind on” 

a. Having a certain disposition toward something 
b. A Certain way of looking at things (That’s guitar) 
c. The emphasis is on the Philippians’ unity of purpose and 

disposition 
d. Unity with regard to the Gospel and their heavenly citizenship – 

Together for the Gospel (not the carpet, not the pipe organ, not the 
building, etc.) 

e. BECAUSE OF WHAT WE’VE EXPERIENCED IN CHRIST WE 
HAVE THE SAME LENS/VALUE THAT ADVANCING THE 
GOSPEL IS A PRIORITY FOR US – CHRIST IS OUR GREATEST 
TREASURE 

2. Have the same love 
a. They have already experienced in God’s love for them 
b. Their experiencing in Paul’s love of them and their love for him 
c. Love is not lacking – but in DANGER OF BEING ERODED by 

internal friction 
i. By not having the same disposition about what it means to 

be God’s people in Philippi 
ii. Paul’s joy will be completed when they return to full and 

complete love for one another – care for one another  



iii. Love begins when someone else’s needs are more 
important than my own 

3. Being in full accord – one spirit 
4. Being of one mind – together in soul – THINK ONE THING 

iv. Why it matters: Their being a united people in Christ by the Spirit is their only 
hope to “advance” in the faith themselves (1:25) and to advance the cause of the 
Gospel (1:27) 

v. Unity not uniformity – same attitudes 
 
c. THE FUNDAMENTALS OF OUR UNITY (2:3-4) 

i. Promoting disunity: (If your minds are all set on one thing then this junk will not 
be present:)  

1. “Rivalry” or “Selfish Ambition” – a self-seeking pursuit of political office by 
unfair means. It then came to be used of party squabbles, of the jockeying 
for position and the intrigue behind place and power. Finally, it meant 
selfish ambition, the ambition which has no conception of service but only 
aimed at profit and power 

a. Stands at the heart of human fallenness where self-interest and 
self-aggrandizement at the expense of others primarily dictate 
values and behavior 

b. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PROMOTE YOURSELF – SIT WHERE 
HE PLACES YOU AT THE TABLE 

2. Kenodoxia – empty praise, vainglory. It refers to personal vanity; it is the 
person who is conceited without reason, deluded, ambitious for his own 
reputation, challenging others to rivalry, jealous himself and willing to fight 
to prove his idea is right 

a. This is what the self-blessed bestow on themselves 
b. Greco-Romans – used to describe those who think too highly of 

themselves, not those who might appear to have grounds for 
“glory,” but those whose “glory” is altogether baseless 

c. DUDE YOU REALLY SHOULD NOT BE BRAGGING 
i. Awesome Guitar run – focus on God, not me 

d. ARE YOU TOO GOOD TO CLEAN TOILETS? 
3. Looking just to our own interests 
4. Who’s the Greatest? (the disciples amongst themselves) 

 
ii. Promoting unity: 

1. Humility – lowly thinking. Uniquely Christian. (A different kind of revolution) 
The word indicates the recognition of one’s insufficiency but the powerful 
sufficiency of God 

a. Greco- Roman world considered humility a shortcoming not a virtue 
(limited use in its literature) 

b. Rest case with God rather than trust own strength and 
machinations 

c. Not false modesty 
d. Not done for self-serving purposes 
e. Rather – it has to do with a proper estimation of oneself, the stance 

of the creature before the Creator, utterly dependent and trusting  
i. Well aware of own weaknesses and glory – but makes 

neither too much nor too little of either 
f. True humility is not self-focused at all 



g. Luke 6:41-43; 18:9-14; 22:24-27 
h. John 13:3-5, 12-17 

2. Count Others More Significant than Yourself 
a. Buggies in Parking Lots 
b. Count/Consider – a conscious, sure judgment resting on a careful 

weighing of the facts – give it due consideration 
c. One another 

i. Believers are members of one another (Rom. 12:5; Eph. 
4:25) 

ii. Who are to build up one another (1 Thess 5:11; Rom. 14:19) 
iii. To care for one another (1 Cor. 12:25) 
iv. To love one another (1 Thess. 3:12; 4:9; 2 Thess. 1:3; Rom. 

13:8) 
v. To pursue one another’s good (1 Thess. 5:15) 
vi. To bear with one another in love (Eph. 4:2); 
vii. To bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2); 
viii. To be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one 

another (Eph. 4:32; cf. Col. 3:13) 
ix. To submit to one another (Eph. 5:21) 
x. To be devoted to one another in love (Rom. 12:10) 
xi. To live in harmony with one another (Rom. 12:16) 
xii. And (here) to consider one another more important than 

themselves (Phil. 2:3; cf. Rom. 12:10) 
xiii. “others” – makes it too general and tones down the 

community significance of this exhortation 
d. Uperxontas – to have over and beyond, to excel or surpass, to be 

superior 
i. Not falsely considering others “better” 
ii. But in our caring for them, in our putting them and their 

needs ahead of our own 
iii. This is how Christ’s humility expressed itself 
iv. Thus, it is not so much that others in the community are to 

be thought of as “better than I am,” but as those whose 
needs and concerns “surpass” my own. 

v. This is the cure for selfish ambition and vain conceit, not to 
mention grumbling and bickering 

vi. I DON’T KNOW ANYONE WHO IS IN DANGER OF GOING 
OVERBOARD WITH THIS 

vii. Modifies the main clause in v. 2 – that you have the same 
mindset 

viii. The road to true unity among believers (one another) – 
attitudes within the believing community 

ix. If selfish ambition and vain glory erode relationships within 
the church, then the surest safeguard to a healthy church is 
when “considering each other as more important than 
oneself” characterizes its people, especially those in 
positions of leadership 

3. Look to the interests of others 
a. Carson – Others have ministered to you, not least because as 

Christians (for Christ’s sake and out of care for you) they chose to 
play second fiddle. Now it’s your turn. 



b. GET THE WHITE TENNIS SHOES DIRTY 
c. Beyond FACEBOOK 

4. Why should 2:1 motivate us to fulfill these three actions? 
a. If we were to rethink and reexperience these realities – the love and 

encouragement that is ours through the Trinity – rethink and 
reorient our life in Christ in terms of our relationships to one another 
(VERTICAL RELATIONSHIP EFFECTS THE HORIZONTAL 
RELATIONSHIP AND VICE VERSA) 

b. Not just “my” relationship with Christ but “our” relationship with 
Christ 

 
How can we live 2:1-4? 

 Memorize it 

 Ask God to enable you to notice others’ interests and how to serve them. Confess on your own 
you are really most concerned about your own wants. 

 Write down the names of two or three people along with their interests or needs and how they 
might conflict with yours 

 Record opportunities you are given throughout the day to choose others interests and what 
you did (Their interest, My interest, decision) 

 At the end of each day review list. Confess to God times you chose not to serve. Confess you 
probably noticed a few of the opportunities you had. Thank Him for showing you the 
opportunities and enabling you to choose the interests of others when you were obedient (He 
gets the credit). Ask for grace to obey tomorrow. 

 Trust God to fulfill His plan: He will complete the work He has started in us. 
 
Contending together: 

 Pray together consistently for unbelievers you know 

 Serve the needy in our community in Christ’s name 

 Invite your neighbors into your home 
 

VIII. APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 

a. What will be the new memories we make and the new stories we will have to tell about 
contending together side by side for the advance of the Gospel in Tupelo and around 
the world? 

b. How can we not be “those who dreamed and planned everything else thoroughly 

but dreamed no dreams of attempting anything great for the gospel?” 


